Bus workers get A$15m bonus from boss:

MELBOURNE: An Australian bus
operator stunned his employees
by handing out A$15 million
(RM48.69 million) in “thank you”
bonuses.

Ken Grenda, 79, sold his family-
run company after 66 years and
decided to put a chunk of the
profits into the pockets of his
employees for their hard work and
loyalty.

Many of his 1,800 workers
thought their banks had made an
error when they discovered thou-
sands of dollars in their accounts,
the Herald Sun reported.

They received an average
A$8,500 although some got bo-
nuses as high as A$100,000.

“A businessis only as good as
its people, and our people are
fantastic,” Grenda said.

“This is to recognise that. We
have had people here who are
second generation, and one fellow
in the same job for 52 years.” he
added.

Vernon Franklin, a driver at the
company for five years after mov-
ing to Melbourne from India, said
he was blown away by the gesture.
“I was overwhelmed with the

generosity of Mr Grenda,” he told
Channel Nine.

lain Beberidge, who has worked
with the Melbourne-based com-
pany for 15 years, said the appre-
ciation the employees felt was not
all about the money.

“Ken looked after his employ-
ees, he treated them like family.
Every time he comes past the de-
pot, he shakes everyone's hands,
and says ‘g’day’,” he said.

The company has been bought
by another transport operator,
Ventura, with all staff reportedly -
keeping their jobs. - AFP



