Managing growing data is
main challenge to enterprises

DATA growth is the biggest hur-
dle to enterprises today, accord-
ing to Hitachi Data Systems
Corp, a storage systems vendor.

“Current storage infrastructure
is generally meeting business
needs but data growth is the
challenge,” said Kevin Eggleston,
senior vice-president and general
manager of Asia Pacific at Hitachi
Data Systems Ltd. ;

“This is because the IT systems
are not keeping up with busi-
ness requirements for deeper
Jinsights,” he explained.

In all Asia Pacific markets sur-
veyed by industry researcher IDC
recently, the IT executives are
primarily concerned with data
growth, with 56% of respondents
citing it as their main challenge.

Eggleston also said that more
than 50% of Asia Pacific’s large
enterprises that participated in
the survey, are not anticipating
or planning for the advent of big
data.

About 67% of the respondents
believe their current storage
infrastructure is sufficient for the
next 12 months.

However, 72% of them do not
have a strategy to cope with the
growth of unstructured data,
such as large multimedia files.

“(All this) data needs to be
shared, compared, analysed and
visualised more holistically,” said
Eggleston. “(Only then) can the
data become information and be

useful as insights for business
purposes.”

He believes that enterprises
need to embrace advanced cloud-
computing technologies and
solutions to manage their data
growth.

However, Eggleston noted, 48%
of the respondents are concerned
about adopting cloud-based
storage solutions due to secu-
rity fears. He said Hitachi Data
Systems would help allay such
fears through educational pro-
grammes.

Also, he said, enterprises get-
ting into cloud storage should
examine their service level agree-
ments to ensure that their secu-
rity concerns are addressed by
the storage service vendor.

More than half of the respond-
ents (60%) said virtualisation is
their most adopted technology,
followed by disaster recovery
(44%), and data encryption (37%).

The survey was conducted
from August to September; 150
IT executives from large enter-
prises in Australia, New Zealand,
China, Hong Kong, India, Malaysia
and Singapore responded.

Hitachi Data Systems com-
missioned the survey to better
understand storage manage-
ment challenges and strategies.
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